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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable SAM 
BROWNBACK, a Senator from the State 
of Kansas. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Our Father, the architect of the uni-

verse, in spite of our doubts and fears, 
we come to You. We lean upon Your 
might because You sustain us through 
the seasons. 

As our lawmakers face today’s chal-
lenges, guide them with Your provi-
dence. Strengthen them to persevere 
toward their goals, knowing that a 
bountiful harvest is certain if they en-
dure to the end. May their works make 
a difference for Your kingdom. 

Again, we pray for our military men 
and women. Give them wisdom and 
courage and protect them from harm. 

We pray in the Name of Emmanuel. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable SAM BROWNBACK led 

the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
U.S. SENATE, 

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, June 28, 2006. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable SAM BROWNBACK, a 
Senator from the State of Kansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. BROWNBACK thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-

ing, we have set aside the first 2 hours 
of the session for a period of morning 
business. The first hour is under the 
control of the minority, and the second 
hour is under the control of the major-
ity. 

At the conclusion of morning busi-
ness or shortly thereafter, we hope to 
turn to the Oman free-trade agree-
ment. The Finance Committee is meet-
ing this morning and expects to report 
out that measure. It is privileged and 
will be considered under the 20-hour 
statutory time limit. I don’t expect 
that we will need all of the time, but 
some debate will be required. Senators 
can, therefore, expect a vote later 
today once we reach an understanding 
as to the time required on that bill. 

This week, we will also consider the 
Paulson nomination to be Secretary of 
the Treasury, and we may also clear an 
appropriations bill for action. 

Having said that, we will alert all 
Members as to the timing of the votes 
as we reach agreements on any of the 
legislative and executive items I just 
mentioned. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, there 

will now be a period for the transaction 
of morning business, with the first 
hour under the control of the minority 
and the second hour under the control 
of the majority. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I will use 
my leader time so the time will not go 
against the Democratic morning busi-
ness time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nevada is rec-
ognized under his leader time. 

f 

VOTING RIGHTS ACT 
REAUTHORIZATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, as you 
know, outside these doors to my left is 
a beautiful room called the President’s 
Room, or the Red Room. We call it the 
President’s Room because for many 
decades, this was the place where 
Presidents came to sign legislation. 
During the past century, the 20th cen-
tury, it wasn’t used often at all. Rarely 
was it used for Presidents to come and 
sign legislation. But on August 6, 1965, 
it was used. The last time the Red 
Room, or the President’s Room, was 
used for signing a bill into law was on 
a hot summer day of 1965. It had been 
a very hot summer. The purpose of 
President Lyndon Johnson coming to 
the Capitol to sign the bill here, rather 
than in the White House, was because 
it was the Voting Rights Act. The rea-
son I say it was a very hot summer, it 
had been a hot couple of years. 

I would direct everyone’s attention 
to a wonderful book written by Taylor 
Branch, a relatively new book, pub-
lished recently, called ‘‘At Canaan’s 
Edge.’’ This book tells the story of a 
number of things, but one is how the 
Voting Rights Act became law. People 
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